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“I’ve been looking at new cars and to me the most important quality is reliability.  It’s a big investment and if you want to make a smart choice, you want to go with a car that will last and be low maintenance.  Value is an issue to me; am I going to get a good deal that I feel confident with?  So naturally, I started to look at the Honda Civic, which was named Motor Trends Car of the Year for 2006.  How can you go wrong with Honda?

Then I had a friend tell me I should consider the Civic Flexible Pluggable Hybrid.  It’s gas and electric, and if you want you can get it with a pluggable option so that you can plug the car into a regular outlet like the kind I have in the garage and charge up the battery.  The car can then just run off the battery, and for short trips, like my commute to work, you may not even use gas.  

Now keep in mind, my friend is kind of a tree hugger, but I am the skeptical one.  I mean, this is new technology.  Will it last?  My friend showed me some independent comparisons on the Web, and it turns out that hybrids are reliable and comparably priced with non-hybrids.  And Honda has the same great warranty, 8 years or 100,000 miles, for this hybrid as they do for the non-hybrid Civic.  In fact, most car makers are now going in the hybrid direction.  

But the bottom line with me is still the bottom line.  Is this going to save me money in the long run?  With this pluggable option and depending on how far you drive in a day, some of these hybrids can get up to 100 mpg or more!  Let’s face it, gas prices aren’t going to come down to where they were 5 or 10 years ago; you know they’re only going to rise.

Sure, you can be concerned about the environment, and you can be on the leading edge of a new technology, but that’s not what it’s about for most people.  It’s about value.  With this Honda Civic Flexible Pluggable Hybrid, you get value, and if it helps the environment while you save money, all the better.  I’m not sure I would have normally gone with a hybrid had it been any other car.  The biggest selling point for me of course is that it’s a Honda.  I can’t think of a better reason.”
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