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Interpret citations carefully Read the abstracts, don’t just click through 

Clues for relevance:  
 
Synonyms? 
Related concepts? 
 

Approach to topic(s): 
 
Point of view? 
Frames? 
Bias? 
 

Ways to narrow your topic: 
 
Specific aspects? 

Research study: 
 
Methodology used,  
Hypothesis or question? 
Results? 
 

How does “AKC” moderate this search? 
 

How would you broaden the search results, yet 
keep to the same topic? 
For example, try: 

 dog breeds AND genetic disorders 

 dogs AND inbreeding AND disease 

 Use the “Scholarly (Peer Reviewed) 
Journals” option with a more general search 

 

 
Search example: 
EBSCOHost 
MasterFILE Premier and Academic Search Premier | 
 AKC  in All Text |  
AND Portuguese water spaniel in All Text |  
AND genetic diseases in Subject Terms | 
 Full Text | 
Sort by: Date  
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